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MEGA IRAWATI, A. 320 090 085, THE ANALYSIS OF LEXICAL AND 
STRUCTURAL AMBIGUITY  IN YOUR LETTERS COLUMN  OF THE 
JAKARTA POST NEWSPAPER PUBLISHED JULY 2012, RESEARCH 
PAPER. MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA. 2012. 
 
The research paper entitled "The Analysis of Lexical and Structural 
Ambiguity in Your Letters Column of The Jakarta Post Newspaper Published 
July 2012" is about the types of lexically ambiguous words and types of sentences 
or phrases that are structurally ambiguous.  
The writer understands that the ambiguity can be found in the oral 
conversation directly or in written. Therefore, the writer wants to find and analyze 
the kind of words and kind of an ambiguous sentence or phrase contained in the 
newspaper The Jakarta Post of Your Letters column. The writer uses the data 
published in July 2012 and focused on the 21 letters. In analyzing the material, the 
writer uses the theory of Crystal (1980) that indicates the type of words, phrases 
and sentences. The writer also uses the theory of diagrams from George Yule 
(2006) which aims to show how constituents in analyzing structural ambiguous. 
Data were analyzed using descriptive qualitative method. After that, the writer 
showed the data analysis in the form of a percentage of the formula from Bungin 
(2001).  
The results of analysis are: thirty eight kinds of words and phrases that are 
ambiguous, eleven lexical ambiguous (28.9%) and twenty seven structural 
ambiguous (71.0%). From the data analysis, it can be concluded that structural 
ambiguity is the most dominant ambiguous appear in Your Letters column of The 
Jakarta Post Newspaper. 
 
Key words: lexical ambiguity, structural ambiguity, Your Letters 
 
                Consultant I                           Consultant II 
 
     (Drs. Sigit Haryanto, M. Hum) (Siti Fatimah, S. Pd. M. Hum) 




















TABLE OF CONTENTS………………………………………………. x 
CHAPTER I  : INTRODUCTION 
A. Background of the study……………………… 1 
B. Previous study………………………………… 3 
C. Limitation of the study………………………... 5 
D. Problem Statement…………………………….. 6 
E. Objective of the study…………………………. 6 
F. Benefit of the study…………………………… 6 
G. Research Paper Organization…………………. 7 
CHAPTER II : UNDERLYING THEORY 
A. Semantic Theories ….………………………… 9 
B. Meaning…..…………………………………… 10 




D. Ambiguity…………………………………..…. 11 
1. Lexical Ambiguity………………………... 12 
2. Structural Ambiguity……………………… 12 
E. Part of Speech……………………………….. 13 
F. Kinds of Phrase………………………………. 14 
G. Kinds of Sentence……………………………. 15 
H. Labeled and Bracketed Sentences…………… 15 
CHAPTER III : RESEARCH METHOD 
A. Type of Research…………………………….. 18 
B. Object of Research…………………………... 19 
C. Data and Data Source……………………….. 19 
D. Method of Collecting Data………………….. 19 
E. Method of Analyzing Data………………….. 19 
CHAPTER IV : RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
A. Research Finding………………………......... 21 
1. Analysis of Lexical Ambiguity…………… 21 
2. Analysis of Structural Ambiguity……….. 28 
3. Kinds of Lexically Ambiguous Words….. 61 
4. Kinds of Structurally Ambiguous Sentences 62 
B. Discussion of the Finding………………...... 63 
1. The Frequency……………………..…… 63 
CHAPTER V : CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 




B. Suggestion………………………................ 65 
BIBLIOGRAPHY……………………………………………………… 66 
VIRTUAL REFERENCE……………………………………………. 67 
APPENDIX……………………………………………………………… 68 
Appendix 1 : Data Source……………………………………………….. 69 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
